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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9, 1 1,14-25^27 and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Pocock, US 6,674,460. 

Re claim 1 , Pocock discloses a method for providing information in the form of 
video still images to television viewers on an interactive request basis, comprising the 
steps of: communicating said images to a receiver via virtual channels in an analog 
television channel signal (Col. 3, lines 58-61); selectively extracting images from said 
television channel signal at the receiver in response to user virtual channel requests 
(Col. 5, lines 51-60); storing the extracted images at said receiver (Col. 6, lines 13-17); 
and displaying the stored images on a television screen (Col. 6, lines 17-20); wherein 
images are selectable for display without communication from the user back to a 
television system operator (Col. 6, lines 22-29). 

Re claim 2, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 1, wherein one 
of a series of images is extracted and displayed in response to a user request based on 
a previously extracted image (Col. 2, lines 50-55). 

Re claim 3, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 
receiver extracts an image based on at least one identifier embedded in the image (Col. 

3. lines 17-19). 

^Re claim 4, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 3, wherein said 
at least one identifier comprises data innocuously encoded into a portion of said image 
(Col. 6. lines 60-67). 
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Re claim 5, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 1 , wherein each 
virtual channel comprises a sequence of images provided in succession (Col. 4, lines 
30-42). 

Re claim 6, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 5, wherein said 
sequence is identified by a data tag associated with each of said images (figs. 1 , 2A, 
2B), including at least one of an image number or a next image number (Col. 2, lines 
45-49). 

Re claim 7, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 6, wherein the 
data tag further includes at least one of a virtual channel number or a category number 
(figs. 1. 2A. 2B. Col. 2, lines 45-49). 

Re claim 8, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 5. wherein said 
sequence is identified by data tags embedded in each of said images (Col. 2, lines 45- 
49). 

Re claim 9, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 8, wherein said 
data tags comprise data innocuously encoded into portions of said images (Col. 6, lines 
60-67). 

Re claim 1 1 , Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 5, wherein the 
first image displayed upon selecting a virtual channel is an opening image in a 
succession of related images (Col. 4, lines 33-38). 

Re claim 14, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 5, wherein: 
successive but different images with identical image numbers are sent to the receiver, 
and the images with the identical image numbers are displayed successively in order to 
provide a sequential image display (Col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Re claim 15, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 1, wherein a 
plurality of virtual channels is carried in said analog television signal, the images of each 
virtual channel being identified by one of a category number or a virtual channel number 
unique to the respective virtual channel (Col. 4, lines 30-41). 

Re claim 16, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 1. wherein: 
said user virtual channel requests are made using a channel selector native to the 
user's receiver; and virtual channels selected by a user via said channel selector are 
mapped to physical channels using a channel map provided in said receiver (Col. 5 
lines 48-54). 

Re claim 17, Pocock discloses an apparatus for providing information in the form 
of video still images to television viewers on an interactive request basis, comprising: a 
receiver for receiving and storing images communicated via virtual channels in an 
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analog television channel signal (Col. 3, lines 58-61); wherein a user can selectively 
extract images from said television channel signal at the receiver in response to user 
virtual channel requests (Col. 5, lines 50) and display the stored images on a television 
screen (Col. 6, lines 1 7-20), without communication from the user back to a television 
system operator (Col. 6. lines 22-29). 

Re claim 18, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 17, 
wherein one of a series of images is extracted and displayed in response to a user 
request based on a previously extracted image (Col. 2, lines 50-55). 

Re claim 19, Pocock discloses an apparatus In accordance with claim 18, 
wherein said receiver extracts an image based on at least one identifier embedded in 
the image (Col. 3, lines 17-19). 

Re claim 20, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 19, 
wherein said at least one identifier comprises data innocuously encoded into a portion 
of said image (Col. 6, lines 60-67). 

Re claim 21 , Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 17, 
wherein each virtual channel comprises a sequence of images provided in succession 
(Col. 4, lines 30-42). 

Re claim 22, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 21, 
wherein said sequence is identified by a data tag associated with each of said images 
(figs. 1 , 2A, 2B), including at least one of an image number or a next image number 
(Col. 2, lines 45-49). 

Re claim 23, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 22, 
wherein the data tag further includes at least one of a virtual channel number or a 
category number (figs. 1, 2A, and 2B, Col. 2, lines 45-49). 

Re claim 24, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 21 , 
wherein said sequence is identified by data tags embedded in each of said images (Col. 
2, lines 45-49). 

Re claim 25, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 24, 
wherein said data tags comprise data innocuously encoded into portions of said images 
(Col. 6, lines 60-67). 

Re claim 27, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 21 , 
wherein the first image displayed upon selecting a virtual channel is an opening image 
in a succession of related images (Col. 4, lines 33-38). 



Application/Control Number: 10/009,035 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2635 

Re claim 30, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 21, 
wherein the receiver receives successive but different images with identical image 
numbers, and the receiver displays images with the identical image numbers 
successively in order to provide a sequential image display (Col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Re claim 31, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 17, 
wherein a plurality of virtual channels is carried in said analog television signal, the 
images of each virtual channel being identified by one of a category number or a virtual 
channel number unique to the respective virtual channel (CoL 4, lines 30-41). 

Re claim 32, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 17, 
wherein: said user virtual channel requests are made using a channel selection device 
native to the user's receiver; and virtual channels selected by a user via said channel 
selection device are mapped to physical channels using a channel map provided in said 
receiver (Col. 5, lines 48-55). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fornis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be otjtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 10 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Pocock, US 6,674,460 in view of Broadwin et al, US 5,903,816. 

Re claim 10, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 5. Pocock fails 
to teach wherein a first image displayed upon selecting a virtual channel is an opening 
menu channel, from which a user can choose a category and can enter an image 
number to retrieve a desired image from that category. However, Broadwin teaches a 
selection guide where the user can choose a category or input a number with the 
remote control to retrieve the image infomiation (Figs. 17 and 18, Col. 17. lines 55-67, 
Col. 18, lines 1-13) 

Therefore, taking the combine teaching of Pocock and Broadwin as a whole, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have Pocock's method with 
Broadwin's ability to choose a category or input a number to retrieve the image 
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information from the selection guide. The motivation would have been to give options to 
the user. 

Claim 26 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. Claims 12 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pocock. US 6.674,460 in view of Lawler, US 5.907.323. 

Re claim 12, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 11. Pocock 
fails to teach wherein the images comprise an electronic programming guide. However 
Lawler teaches that the images comprise an electronic program guide (Figs. 3A and 3B, 
Col. 5, lines 55-67). 

Therefore, taking the combine teaching of Pocock and Lawler as a whole, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have Pocock's method with 
Lawler's electronic program guide. The motivation would have been to present the user 
a more concise picture. 

Claim 28 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



6. Claims 13 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pocock, US 6,674.460, in view of Brandon, US 4.924.303. 

Re claim 13, Pocock discloses a method in accordance with claim 5. Pocock fails 
to teach wherein the sequence of images provides one of an animation or slide show. 
However Brandon teaches that the images could be slide show (Col. 13, lines 55-67). 

Therefore, taking the combine teaching of Pocock and Brandon as a whole, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have Pocock's method with 
Brandon's slide show presentation. The motivation would have been to have a more 
dynamic method. 

Claim 29 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 13. 
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7. Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pocock. US 6,674.460 in view of Harrison, US 6,490.726. 

Re claim 33, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 32, 
wherein the channel selection device comprises at least one of a local control or a 
remote control. Pocock fails to teach that the remote control Includes a first function to 
cause a virtual channel's opening image to be captured and displayed; a second 
function to cause the receiver to recognize numeric entries as image numbers; a third 
function to access a cache of stored image numbers corresponding to previously 
viewed images and to reacquire the previously viewed images; and a fourth function to 
cause the next image in a series of images to be displayed. However Harrison teaches 
a remote control that includes a first function to cause a virtual channel's opening image 
to be captured and displayed; a second function to cause the receiver to recognize 
numeric entries as image numbers; a third function to access a cache of stored image 
numbers corresponding to previously viewed images and to reacquire the previously 
viewed images; and a fourth function to cause the next Image in a series of images to 
be displayed (Fig 3, Col. 5, lines 15-20). 

Therefore, taking the combine teaching of Pocock and Harrison as a whole, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have Pocock's apparatus 
with Harrison's remote contro! fuctions. The motivation would have been to give more 
interactive tools to the user. 

Re claim 34, Pocock discloses an apparatus in accordance with claim 33. 
Pocock fails to teach wherein each of said control functions is actuated using at least 
one corresponding function button on said channel selection device. However, Harrison 
teaches wherein each of said control functions is actuated using at least one 
corresponding function button on said channel selection device (Col. 4. lines 8-12). 

Therefore, taking the combine teaching of Pocock and Harrison as a whole, It 
would have been obvious to have Pocock's apparatus with Harrison's remote control 
fuctions actuated using the push buttons. The motivation would have been to give more 
interactive tools to the user. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Oschta Montoya whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
1 192. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday/Friday 7:30 to 5:00 off every 



other friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on (571) 272-7332. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAjR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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